September
“And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring
it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. ” Philippians 1:6 (ESV)

Prayer Requests
9/1
9/2
9/3
9/4
9/5
9/6
9/7
9/8
9/9
9/10
9/11
9/12
9/13
9/14
9/15
9/16

Molly, OWA CH
Kagen, 6, OKC
Shonda Flowers, Staff, Development
Maverick, 4, Staff Child, BHG
Roman, 3, OKC
Macy, Special Request, OWA
Mia, Special Request, OWA
Leslie, OKC
Jennifer Stewart, Staff, Corporate
Clara Thompson, Staff, OKC
Jessica Nichols, Staff, OWA
Gabe, Special Request, BRT
Rae’lyn, 13, BHG
Calvin, 14, Staff Child, HPC North
Stephanie Todd, Staff, BHG
Kacee, OKC
David, Special Request, BRT
Christy, Special Request, BHG
Sylas, 3, OKC
Tristen, 3, OKC
Reid, 16, BRT
Sawyer, Special Request, OKC
Colby, 17, BRT
Kristen Morrison, Staff, BRT
Owen, 16, Staff Child, HPC
Braylon, Special Request, OKC

9/17
9/18
9/20
9/21
9/22
9/23
9/24
9/25
9/26
9/27
9/28
9/29
9/30

Madi DeBose, Staff, Development
Gayla White, Staff, HPC Corporate
Kinzi, 7, Special Request, OWA
Aleigha, Special Request, OKC
Barbara Crockett, Staff, Development
J’Lee, 5, OKC
Jennifer Fett, Staff, HPC
Mackenzie, 7, OKC
Garrett, 7, OKC
Jim Glennie, Staff, BRT
Ricardo, 16, BRT
Adam, 12, Staff Child, BRT
Kaylynn, OKC
Paul, Special Request, BRT
Audrey, Special Request, OWA CH
Lilly, Staff Child, Development
Maggie, Special Request, OKC
Rosie, 1, Staff Child, BRT

*BRT- Boys Ranch Town, Edmond *OKC-Baptist
Children’s Home, Oklahoma City *OWA-Baptist
Children’s Home, Owasso *CH-Children’s Hope
*TL-Transitional Living *BHG-Baptist Home for Girls,
Madill *HPC-Hope Pregnancy Center
All dates are birthdays unless stated otherwise.

Through the
Struggles we
Grow

By Catherine Finch
Lorelai* was adopted when she was

six years old. Along with her brother
and sister, she was welcomed into a
new family and left foster care behind.
Lorelai was grateful to find a family and
stay with her siblings, however, she was
confused as to why she could not live
with her biological mom.
As she continued to grow up, Lorelai
struggled in her relationship with her
adoptive parents. Prior to her adoption,
she had been accustomed to “raising”
her siblings and was frustrated when
her adoptive parents told them what to
do. Her biological mom had been in jail
for much of her childhood, and Lorelai
felt a strong sense of responsibility for
her siblings’ well-being.
Lorelai tried to get along with her
adoptive parents, but it was hard.
“I could not seem to get along with
them,” said Lorelai. “I didn’t want to
stay at home. I wanted to do what I
wanted to do, and I felt like I wasn’t
good enough. I knew what I was
doing, but I just couldn’t help myself.”
After one particularly big argument
with her adoptive mom, Lorelai started
looking for children’s homes in the
area, and thanks to a recommendation
from a friend at church, she discovered
Baptist Home for Girls (BHG). Located in
Madill, Oklahoma, BHG is an Oklahoma
Baptist Homes for Children (OBHC)

WAYS TO PRAY
•

For Lorelai to continue to grow
in her walk with Christ and in
her leadership on campus.

•

For Lorelai to find restoration
in her relationship with her
adoptive parents, especially
her mom.

•

For Lorelai to continue to grow
in her confidence and selfworth.

campus where up to eight girls are
placed in cottage-style homes under
the supervision of a husband and wife
serving as houseparents. The girls
enjoy day-to-day life together; they
share meals, activities, on-campus
programs, chores and homework. They
attend Madill Public Schools and are
encouraged to participate in a variety
of school and church activities. The
campus has an active and therapeutic
animal program with many of the girls
involved in 4-H and FFA. These programs
teach girls responsibility, patience and
compassion.
Two days after her interview with BHG,
Lorelai arrived on campus. She was
twelve years old. “At first, I thought
everyone on campus would be a
hypocrite,” said Lorelai. “Any Christian
I had ever known had blown up in my
face or had written me off. However,
I knew I was at BHG for something
more, but I just didn’t know what it
was.”
Now, Lorelai is fifteen years old, and
she completed her freshman year of
high school in May. She has lived at
BHG for nearly three years. Before she
arrived on campus, Lorelai did not care
about her grades. She did not have a
lot of self-esteem and did not think she
could be capable of anything of worth.
In her first semester of school while
living at BHG, Lorelai’s grades jumped
from barely passing to all A’s and B’s.

“AT FIRST I WANTED TO BE
GOOD AT GRADES TO MAKE
MY MOM PROUD OF ME,” said
Lorelai. “BUT I SOON REALIZED
THAT WHEN I APPLIED MYSELF
IN SCHOOL, I FELT GOOD
ABOUT MYSELF. I HAD A SENSE
OF SELF-WORTH I HAD NEVER
HAD BEFORE. I WAS PROUD OF
MYSELF.”
For Lorelai, her time at BHG has been
instrumental in her personal and
spiritual growth. She became a follower
of Christ in August of 2020 and sees
herself as a leader to the girls in her
cottage. Her houseparents, Kevin and
Kelly Meridth, have loved her in a way
that she has never experienced.
“They are amazing people,” said
Lorelai. “They have shown me love
every step of the way, and I have
never felt that from parents before.
They have given me hope, they have
treated me as their own child, and I
couldn’t be more thankful for them.”
Lorelai is excited to have her own family
one day and show them the love she
has experienced at BHG. She has hope
for her future and knows that her story
has shaped her into who she is today.

“ONE OF MY FAVORITE SAYINGS
IS, ‘THROUGH THE STRUGGLES
WE GROW,’” said Lorelai. “AND
I TRULY BELIEVE I HAVE DONE
THAT.”

*Name changed to protect their privacy.

