
*BRT-Boys Ranch Town, Edmond *OKC-Baptist Children’s 
Home, Oklahoma City *OWA-Baptist Children’s Home, 
Owasso *CH-Children’s Hope  *TL-Transitional Living *BHG-
Baptist Home for Girls, Madill  *HPC-Hope Pregnancy Center  
All dates are birthdays unless stated otherwise.
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
1/1 Damani, Special Request, OKC
1/2 Phoenix, Special Request, BRT
1/3 Reign Su, 2, Staff Child, BRT
1/4 Kelli, OKC
1/4 Ruthanna, 14, Staff Child, BHG
1/5 Caira, 7, Staff Child, HPC, North OKC
1/6 Jayson, Special Request, OWA
1/7 Gage, 17, Staff Child, HPC, Tulsa
1/8 Kayla, Special Request, BHG
1/9 Kel, Special Request, OKC
1/10 Gail, Staff, OKC
1/10 Elliott, 3, Staff Child, Corp
1/11 Amelia, 5, Staff Child, BRT
1/12 Karson, Special Request, OKC
1/13  Corbin, Special Request, BRT
1/14 Avery, Special Request, OKC
1/15 Ellyana, 8, OKC
1/16 David, Staff, OKC
1/17 Sherry, Staff, BRT
1/18 Ezekiel,  Special Request, BRT
1/19 Gabriel, Special Request, OWA
1/20 Jovie, 8, Staff Child, Corp
1/21 Benjamin, 1, Staff Child, OWA
1/21 Noah, 11, Staff Child, OWA
1/22 Kayla, Staff, Corp
1/23 Kayton, Special Request, BHG
1/24 Maddox, Special Request, OKC
1/25 Gavin, 16, Staff Child, Corp
1/25 Bradley, 15, Staff Child, BHG
1/25 Jadyn, 16, BHG
1/26 Sam, OKC
1/26 James, 3, OKC
1/26 Tabitha, Staff, OKC
1/27 Quarius, 3, OKC
1/27 Micheala, Staff, HPC, Mobile
1/28 Bradley, 13, Staff Child, Dev
1/29 Colby, Special Request, BRT
1/30 Colin, 12, Staff Child, Corp
1/31 Corey, Special Request, OWA
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When things got a little rocky at home, eighteen-year-old Ally was sent 
to live at Oklahoma Baptist Homes for Children.  Although the placement 
was not her preference, she is now grateful beyond measure for the love, 
encouragement and support of the peer residents and caring adults who 
have become family to her in the truest sense.  

“I have lived [at OBHC] for almost four years,” Ally says.  “I remember 
my dad sat me and my stepmom down and told us he was tired of the 
fighting and my bad attitude. He told me he had found a place for me to 
live online.  I didn’t argue.  When I got here, I was scared, but once I got to 
know everyone, I felt right at home.  People just kind of welcomed me with 
open arms and made it easy for me to be happy.  My dad came to see me 
a couple of months later and was like, ‘Wow, this is really helping you a lot!’  

I agreed.  It has just been a real blessing to be here from the very first.” 

Ally feels particularly blessed to know and live with her houseparents, the McClures.  “They’re easy-going and fun to be around,” 
Ally says with a smile and a shrug, “and I just love them with all my heart.  I’ve lived with other houseparents, and when you think 
someone might leave, it’s hard to build a relationship.  But the McClures have committed not to leave us, so that’s been comforting 
and made it easier to relax and build trust.” 

Ally continues, “I feel like I can talk to my houseparents about anything.  It doesn’t matter what it is, if we tell them we need them, 
they say, ‘Okay, let’s sit down and talk.’  Then they listen and offer suggestions until they help us get everything figured out.  They 
are always trying to help us take steps forward in life.  There’s just so much about them that I appreciate.  Every day, they do 
something that makes me think, ‘Oh, I want to do that with my family someday.’” 

Ally became a Christian in the sixth grade before she came to live at OBHC, but her houseparents have helped her take long strides 
toward spiritual maturity and independence in her walk with Jesus.  “I got saved at Falls Creek,” Ally says.  “I felt God calling me, 
and I went down that night and accepted Christ.  Now I don’t lie as much as I used to, and God has helped me get closer to my 
stepmom than we were before.  We used to fight and argue, but now we are just so close.” 

After graduation, Ally plans to attend cosmetology school, but no matter what God has in mind, she feels prepared for adult life.  
“I’ve paid attention to all the life lessons they’ve taught us,” Ally says.  “They’ve taught us how to cook and budget and keep up 
with that budget, so that’s obviously very useful, but they’ve also taught us about healthy relationships.  I plan to carry everything 
I’ve learned here into the world and become the same kind of blessing to other people that they have been to me.  I’ve learned so 
much.  I feel like I need to pass it on.”

To those whose financial gifts have provided Ally with the opportunity to learn and grow surrounded by people who believe in her, 
she says, “Thank you so much for everything you have done for me.  I’m not the same person I was, and I’m doing so much better 
than I would have been if my dad hadn’t sent me here.  It’s so encouraging to know there are people like you in the world.  You are 
truly a blessing in my life!”

 

Truly Blessed

“He leads me beside quiet waters.” - Psalm 23:2b (ESV)

by Angela Sanders, freelance writer 

*Ally's photos have been changed to protect her privacy.
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